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INNOVATIVE RESEARCH

You are the Key to a Major Cancer Breakthrough
Dr. Rebecca Auer finds new uses for old drugs.
Nothing beats surgery as the best option for removing solid tumours,
but surgery can be tough on our immune system making it easier for any
remaining cancer cells to spread to other organs.
Dr. Rebecca Auer, a surgical oncologist and the Head of Cancer Research
at The Ottawa Hospital, is determined to tackle this problem, and with the
support of donors like you, discovered that combining a common treatment
for erectile dysfunction (Viagra) with the flu vaccine (Agriflu) may help our
immune system mop up cancer cells left behind after surgery.
In her tests Dr. Auer found that this unconventional combination
reduced the spread of cancer cells by more than 90%. Her research is
now being evaluated in a world-first clinical trial, bringing us closer to
making this treatment available to cancer patients.

“As one of the most well respected cancer research funding agencies in the country, receiving
a Cancer Research Society grant means not just crucial dollars to conduct studies, but a
validation that the Canadian community of scientists, physicians, patients, and donors believe
in what you are trying to achieve. Thank you for your support.”

– Dr. Rebecca Auer
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Q&A

Stopping Colorectal Cancer Before It Starts
Dr. Nicole Beauchemin, a researcher with a patient’s perspective.
We recently had the opportunity to sit down with Dr. Nicole Beauchemin, a scientist at the Rosalind and Morris
Goodman Cancer Research Centre at McGill University in Montreal. Dr. Beauchemin has received several grants
from the Cancer Research Society over the years. Your support of the Cancer Research Society has made
Dr. Beauchemin’s breakthroughs possible.
Q. What led you to pursue
cancer research?
A. I’m a breast cancer survivor. I
know all too well the shock that
comes with a cancer diagnosis,
and I understand what patients
go through when it comes to
treatment. When I finished my
own treatment, I asked my doctor
about the possibility of a relapse
and he answered that, if that should
happen, science will have advanced.
As a scientist, this drove home
for me, in a very personal way, the
importance of cancer research, not
just for me but for everyone whose
life has been touched by cancer. I
knew that it was my responsibility to
do everything I could to stop cancer
in its tracks.
Q. What is your research focus?
A. My research has always
focused on colorectal cancer, and
specifically a class of proteins

found in colon cells. When cancer
strikes, the levels of the proteins
either start dropping off or they
ramp up, way above normal. We’re
beginning to better understand
what the protein does and how
it contributes to cancer and
metastases. We hope to link
antibodies to these proteins to
prevent them from functioning,
thereby preventing tumours.
Q. What makes you excited to
get to the lab every day?
A. The advances we’ve made
are incredible. Right now, we are
finding signatures that can identify
patients who are at a higher risk for
developing colorectal cancer. This
means that we can follow these
patients clinically, and perhaps
even proactively help them avoid
developing cancer.
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Research update

Our Investment in Cancer Research is
Setting RECORDS, THANKS TO YOU!
We are doubling our efforts to outsmart cancer.
Just 40 years ago, if you had cancer, your chances
of survival were of 25%. That means that 3 out of 4
people diagnosed with cancer died.

$16.5

million in
research

Today, survival rates exceed 60%.
More and more people are living with cancer, not
dying from it. We’ve got researchers to thank for
this progress. Their hard work has opened doors,
overcome roadblocks, and provided much needed
answers to prevent, detect, and treat cancer.
As a caring supporter of the Cancer Research Society,
you know that we aren’t afraid of big, ambitious goals.
That’s why we’re excited about our commitment to
doubling our investment in research by 2022.
Canadian researchers are at the forefront of cancer
research in the world, thanks to you and with your
continued support, they can come together and
outsmart cancer. It won’t be too long before cancer
will no longer take your loved ones, your friends, or
your neighbours.
We can’t wait to team up with you to achieve even
more this year.
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69

newly funded
research projects

59

sustained
research projects

Last year, we invested $16.5 million in
research focused on causes and prevention,
detection, and treatments. This translated
to 69 newly funded research projects and
59 sustained research projects — a new
milestone in our commitment to research
and our mission to outsmart cancer.

Investing in cancer RESEARCH

You’re Providing Hope for Women Living with Ovarian Cancer
A major step in treating ovarian cancer, after decades of little progress.
Now, thanks to research being conducted by Dr. Jim Petrik and his
team at the University of Guelph, there may be new hope.
Dr. Petrik’s team has shown that by improving blood flow to a tumour
there may be greater opportunities for treatment. Once blood flow has
been improved, the team applies what is called an oncolytic virus, which
attacks cancerous cells while strengthening the immune system.
Combined with traditional chemotherapy, Dr. Petrik’s research is
showing spectacular results.

You’re the Key to Outsmarting Colorectal Cancer
Because it is often detected late, at an advanced stage,
colorectal cancer kills nearly 10,000 Canadians every year.
But Dr. Kirk McManus and his team at CancerCare Manitoba
have identified a protein that is a new treatment target for this
deadly cancer.
Their research has indicated a connection between this protein and the
progression of colorectal cancer. Working with a subgroup of colorectal
cancer patients with tumours sharing similar characteristics, the team
has found that inhibiting the activity of this protein kills only colorectal
cancer cells, with no side effects within non-cancerous, healthy cells.
Dr. McManus’ research is even more exciting because it could provide
an opportunity to treat other cancers with those same characteristics.
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Highlights

Read for the Cure: Our Inspiring Literary Event
Read for the Cure is coming to a city near you. Look out for the next
event, where you can come together with bestselling authors for an
evening in support of cancer research.
Born out of the initiative of four Toronto women, all members of the
same book club, Read for the Cure has become a major literary event
held across Canada, raising over $1.62 million since its inception 12
years ago.
Thanks to a partnership with Penguin Random House Canada, Read for
the Cure brings book lovers together with successful authors in support
of the Cancer Research Society.
Read for the Cure events will be held throughout the fall and winter in
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, and Vancouver. To find an event near you, or
to learn more visit ReadfortheCure.ca

A Volunteer Driven by Hope
Every year, hundreds of volunteers join forces with the Cancer
Research Society. Whether they get involved in administration, events,
or fundraising, our volunteers are essential to us reaching our goals.
One of those volunteers is Marie-France Lochhead Chatoyan. MarieFrance, a breast cancer survivor herself, lost her mother to cancer more
than 40 years ago and her father-in-law 20 years ago. She’s witnessed
first-hand the incredible progress that’s been made since then, thanks
to research supported by donors like you. For the last ten years, MarieFrance has tirelessly volunteered her time, organizing events to raise
money to outsmart cancer.
In 2013, Marie-France took on the CRS Challenge in Cinque Terre, a
125-kilometre hike through Italy, raising money to support research
through the Cancer Research Society charitable expeditions program.
Although Marie-France herself had recently undergone cancer treatment,
she took on the CRS Challenge in honour of her niece, who has since
passed away from colorectal cancer.
Marie-France is one important part of our family circle… a circle made up
of researchers, volunteers, staff and donors like you. Thank you!
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What if the solution to cancer was already
in your medicine cabinet?
Did you know some very common and even over-the-counter drugs, like aspirin, have been proven
effective in fighting cancer?
Last year, the Cancer Research Society launched its new and unique drug repurposing program, UpCycle, to help identify
common, off-patent drugs that could help us outsmart cancer.
There are huge advantages to repurposing existing drugs. Typically, it takes 15 to 20 years to develop a new drug. But, to
repurpose a drug that’s already been approved and is in use in the marketplace takes half that amount of time. Why is that
important? Because the repurposed drug will get to cancer patient bedsides about seven years more quickly.
REPURPOSING 6 TO 9 YEARS
Discovery
3 to 6 years

Preclinical Trials
3 years

Phase 1/Phase 2
3 years

Phase 3
2 years

Authorization Process
1 to 2 years

NEW DRUG UP TO 20 YEARS

This year with your support, we’re funding five exciting UpCycle projects:
Dr. Steven Chan and his team at the
University Health Network in Toronto
are looking at new uses for an antibiotic
that treats bacterial infections. They’re
examining its impact on patients with
acute myeloid leukemia (AML), which kills
more than 1,000 Canadians every year.

Dr. Spencer Gibson and his team at
CancerCare Manitoba have discovered
that antihistamines kill cancer cells
without affecting healthy cells. He will
investigate if they are effective in chronic
lymphocytic leukemia patients who have
developed chemotherapy resistance.

Dr. Yves Fradet and his team at
Université Laval in Quebec City are
focusing on treatments for bladder
cancer, the fifth most common cancer
in North America. Dr. Fradet is testing
new opportunities to replace a current
bladder cancer drug with bicalutamide,
a similar but older drug that is more
accessible and less expensive.

Dr. Noël Raynal and his team at CHU
Sainte-Justine in Montreal
are looking at how drugs for heart failure
treatment are protecting patients from
cancer, and which cancers these drugs
could be repurposed to combat.
Dr. Carrie Shemanko and her team at the
University of Calgary are looking at all
approved existing drugs to identify those
able to reduce bone degradation caused
by breast cancer metastases.
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Donor story

The Joys of Giving:
Jean and Patricia Bougie
Jean and Patricia Bougie, from Lancaster, Ontario, find
that there’s no greater joy than giving back, especially when
they can see the impact of their donations over time.
Donors to the Cancer Research Society for more than 25 years,
their first gift was in memory of a friend.

“We don’t have any children,
so we like to think in terms of
the world being our children.
This is a way of reminding
ourselves to look out for those
less fortunate.”

The Bougies have lived modestly and within their means, and
having lost many friends and former colleagues to cancer over
the years, they are strong believers in putting money toward
outsmarting this devastating disease. They know that their gifts
might be instrumental in saving the lives of loved ones, people
around the world, or even their own lives.
The generous support of people like the Bougies is critical to
advancing cancer research. Like you, the Bougies are the key to
outsmarting cancer.

– Patricia Bougie

Share Your Story
As a caring and loyal donor to the Cancer Research Society, you’ve likely been personally
touched by cancer. Whether a neighbour, a loved one, or even through your own battle, you’ve
seen the impact that research has on saving lives and giving hope. In this newsletter, we’ve
shared with you some of our stories. Now we would love to hear yours. Please take a moment
to share why cancer research matters to you by visiting stories.src-crs.ca
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